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Bayanibe
PARADISE OF
THE FIVE SENSES

CAND H0MD0
EL PARAISO DE LOS
CINCO SENTIDOS

VUELYE LA MAYOR
FIESTA DEL CARIBE
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Dominican Republic is an ideal country to practice
this activity. Famous caves as El Dud, in Maria Trinidad
Sanchez province, or Padre Nuestro "Our Father", in
Bayahibe, and other less known as La Taina or La Roca
in Santo Domingo, are just some examples of places
where the passageways, the rock formations and the
blue backgrounds make up a world that is totally unk-
nown.

"Usually when we do exploration diving, it is all do-
cumented with photos and videos, if we find something
that strikes our attention, we show it to our team," says
Cristian Pittaro, member and a founder of the Domini-
can Republic Speleological Society, DRSS. What Pittaro
calls his "team" is made up a large number of national
and international scientific experts from various discipli-
nes such as biology, paleontology, geology, etc., as well
as government institutions such as The Museum of Man
or the Environmental Ministry of the Dominican Repu-
blic. Currently this company is working on a variety of
projects, even outside the country, such as cataloging
Dominican springs and caves. "We have created the
first available database and have accounted about 80
caves in the eastern part of the country," says Pittaro.
Of about 50 discoveries by the Speleological Society,
about 40 have at least one cave, the rest are springs.

Friends Become a Society
The Dominican Republic Speleological Society is
composed by Phillip Lehman, Dave Pratt, Thomas Rif-

faud, Victoria Alexandrova, and Cristian Herrera Mairob
Pittaro, and even though they have formalized the entit
officially little over a year ago, they have four years ex
ploring caves in the Dominican Republic. The experiencd
gained over the years in this risky activity also leads the
to participate in joint explorations in other countries.
Generally, the method to carry out the expeditiong
was that one or more people would help the divers pul
on their equipment and then wait patiently for them tg
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zona de Bavaro los primeros restos do-
cumentados de cocodrilos en esta zona
de la isla y actualmente estan siendo es-
tudiados por el departamento de Pale-
ontologia del Museo del Hombre.

Pero sus logros llegan a tal nivel que
incluso especialistas del Brooklyn Co-
llege de Nueva York estudian descubri-
mientos hechos por la esta Sociedad
integrada por profesionales, pero sobre
todo amigos.
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dies of this scientific discovery. According
to Macalady, what was found is not
known to science. The DRSS also dis-
covered in the Bavaro area the first tra-
ces of crocodiles on the island and these
findings are currently being studied by
the Paleontology Department of the Mu-
seum of Man. These and many other
achievements have specialists from Bro-
oklyn College in New York studying their
discoveries made by the DRSS which
more than made by professionals, is
made up by friends.

La seguridad, lo primero

La DRSS desde su fundacion viene
insistiendo en que las escuelas de
buceo repartidas por el pais tomen con-
ciencia de que el buceo en cuevas no es
lo mismo que en mar abierto. Por eso in-
sisten en la sensibilizacion para que no
se lleve a los turistas a lugares que pue-

Safety First

Since its foundation, the DRSS has
been insisting that diving schools scat-
tered across the country realize that
cave and open sea diving are not the
same. They insist on not taking tourists
to places that may seem safe and are
actually not so. This is why they would
like to take this opportunity and the edi-
ting staff as well to ensure compliance
with all safety standards and that every
guide that currently provides this service
has the mandatory certifications.

dan parecer seguros y en verdad no lo
son. Desde estas paginas hacen un lla-
mamiento, al que se une la Redaccion
de Show me Dominicana, para que se
respeten las normas de seguridad y que
los guias que prestan actualmente este
servicio tengan las certificaciones obli-
gatorias.



Cristian Pitta
iluminando un
gigantesca column




